
Ting and Ted 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ плth birthday 
a dialogue overheard by Bill Loader 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Ting 
Ted 

!ƳŜƴΗ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

We have now well and truly established  

ourselves as a denomination. 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ά¦ƴƛtingέΣ ŀ 

commitment to unity and reconciliation. 

 But really we should now be 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¦ƴƛtedέΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘΗ 



 

 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ά¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 5b!Σ  

one of our reasons for being? 

It is the reason we got together, but now  

ά¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜΦ  

²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 



 

 

 

Ted 

But we still have a commitment to 

ecumenism, to follow the Lund 

principle of doing those things 

together which we best do together. 

Ting 
Those were heady days, but we need 

to be realistic. That cost a lot of time 

and energy. We need to move on as 

a denomination. 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΦ  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

²Ŝ ƳǳǎǘƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  

We need to keep exploring ways of being church 

together with fellow believers in all the churches. 

We are already doing a lot of that across a lot of 

areas, including cross-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ 

keep hitting our heads against a brick wall.  

It takes two to tango and most churches are now 

going it alone and so should we. 



 

 

 

Dearest Ted,  

 

 

 

 

Ted 

.ǳǘ ¢ŜŘΣ ƛǎ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛǎƳ ŘŜŀŘΚ ¢ƘŜ άŜȄǘǊŀǎέ ȅƻǳ 

dismiss are at the heart of our faith.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά-ǘƛƴƎέΦ 

5ŜŀǊŜǎǘ ¢ƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ά-ǘƛƴƎέ 

to bed. We have new priorities. 

Dearest Ted, 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ LΩƳ 

going to bed 

anytime soon! 
At least, then 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 

and blow out  

the candles 

together! 


